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First and foremost, I would like to thank the members of HOPE worldwide Australia for their 
steadfast support and dedication to our work in the South Pacific and Australia (SPA) region. 
The far-reaching and persistent effects of the COVID-19 pandemic on every aspect of people’s 
lives have prodded us to increase our efforts in addressing urgent and correlated needs in Fiji 
and PNG, most especially, on top of ongoing local HOPE projects within the region.  
 

Despite enormous challenges such as delayed funding from the PNG government; healthcare 
workers getting paid only two out of six months’ worth of salary; and dealing with mental and 
economic stress, the HOPE worldwide staff in PNG continue to run four clinics (9-mile Clinic, 
Lawes Road Clinic, Bokolma Clinic, and Moroma Sub-Health Centre). They provide general 
outpatient services; family planning, antenatal and well-baby clinic; nutrition clinic; 
STI/HIV/ART treatment; TB clinic; treatment for leprosy and other skin diseases; gender-
based violence counselling; laboratory services for Malaria testing; and COVID-19 triaging 
and sample collection. In 2020, they recorded the highest number in attendance in those 
facilities with 45,640 patients. While many clinics closed, the HOPE clinics in PNG remained 
open with staff serving the sick and needy earnestly. 
 

 
People served by the 4 HOPE Clinics in Papua New Guinea in 2020 

 
HOPE Staff and 9 Mile Clinic, Port Moresby, Papua New Guinea 



Apart from the services given in the four existing facilities, HOPE PNG also runs a mobile 
clinic for People Living with Disability (PLD) and the elderly during the lockdown. As well as 
a home delivery service for People Living with HIV (PLHIV) and TB patients, making sure 
that they do not miss their medication and treatment. 
 

 
Some patients attending the Mobile Clinic, Papua New Guinea 

We would like to thank HOPE worldwide Global for providing food aid for the staff and 
Personal Protective Equipment (PPE), in partnership with Heart to Heart International. And 
for Priscilla Mal for her persevering service, especially during these trying times. In addition, 
HOPE Global has provided over 100 water filters to families in East Sepik Provence where 
communities rely on river water for drinking and commonly are sick from water borne diseases. 
 
 

 
A HOPE staff member with her family and the food-aid provided 

 



 
In Fiji, the needs arising from the ongoing pandemic continue to take front and centre, with 
the economy and the tourism industry most affected. Tens of thousands of Fijians are without 
jobs and income resulting in food shortages and hunger. This prompted the creation of the food 
voucher program in the middle of 2020. Funds received from HOPE worldwide Australia were 
used to provide food packs to needy families through the creation of food vouchers valued at 
$65 each. Vouchers could be exchanged for groceries at local supermarkets, providing basic 
food needs for an entire family for a month. Members of the Church of Christ in Suva and Nadi 
have been distributing food vouchers to the communities on an ongoing basis. As of August 
this year 384 vouchers equivalent to $25,000 worth of food has been distributed to over 1000 
adults and children combined. 
 

 
Two families in Fiji receiving food voucher support 

In addition to providing essential food aid, HOPE Fiji has been active with a number of other 
programs. These include: The Small Business Home-Based Enterprise Workshop; the Food 
Economy and Wellness Workshop; and the distribution of Maternity Care Packs to Lautoka 
Hospital. With The Small Business Home-Based Enterprise Workshop, 25 men and women 
were given Home Business starter packs to finance their home-based businesses such as food 
catering, food delivery, etc. Around 150 families benefitted from this project. As for the Food 
Economy and Wellness Workshop, HOPE Fiji partnered with local celebrity chef, Lance Seeto 
of Kanu Restaurant, who mentored 30 men and women in the community to make healthy 
dishes out of produce from their own homes and gardens. Some of the women in that group 
have set up cottage businesses and are now supplying condiments to Seeto’s restaurant. 
Approximately 200 families have benefitted from the workshop. 
 



 
Various job creation programs managed by HOPE worldwide Fiji 

Speaking of partnerships, HOPE worldwide Australia has teamed up with DHL to deliver 
hygiene care packs for new mothers at Lautoka Hospital, Fiji (tax-free and clearance fee free). 
Aside from that, an NGO called Empower Pacific is also now working with HOPE Fiji to 
distribute the hygiene care packs. Their service was especially crucial when new mothers and 
their babies were being transferred from Suva Hospital to Lautoka Hospital after the former 
was designated as a COVID Hospital. Incidentally, Empower Pacific, which currently provides 
counselling and social services to the community, was initially established through HOPE 
worldwide Fiji with the help of Joanne Cohen, a member of the Fiji Church. 
 

 
With the pandemic still an ongoing problem as of October 2021, Fiji records at least 1,000 
COVID cases and 5 deaths daily, which include some of the new mothers and babies. HOPE 
Fiji has requested for continued support. Melbourne HOPE representative, Jo Donado, along 
with other volunteers, organised and collected additional maternity care packs from members 
of the Melbourne Church of Christ using a scheme similar to “Click and Collect”, as Melbourne 
was in its 6th lockdown. They had to be creative in ensuring a contactless collection method 
without violating the 5-kilometre radius restriction. Somehow, kindness always finds a way. 
 



 
Thanks to our HOPE reps in the SPA region: James and Deb Macaulay (Brisbane), Angela 
Corcoran and Francesco Mennella (Gold Coast), Ricardo de la Costa (Sydney), Jo Donado 
(Melbourne), Jordan King (Perth), Phil Bohringer (Adelaide), Duncan Wilson (Auckland), and 
Eroni and Siteri Puamau (Fiji). Because of their hard work and support we were able to 
mobilise 235 volunteers, to spend 1,697 hours serving 2,597 beneficiaries in 2020. 
And the work continues this year! Unperturbed by the ongoing pandemic, our HOPE reps have 
planned: Mental health support groups in Brisbane; Zumba on Zoom and Campus students 
Outreach Program for the homeless in Melbourne; meals for the homeless in Adelaide, 
quarterly days of service for people in need in Sydney. 
 

 
Volunteers from the Melbourne Church of Christ at a homeless outreach fund-raiser 

 
Volunteers from the Sydney Church of Christ at a Yard Clean-up 



Our major fund-raising event this year was the HOPE SPA Region Appeal, where we raised 
$8,345. Although this amount was below our expected target of $30,000, a surprise donation 
of $22,000 from an employee matching program with Apple helped us to achieve our goal! 
These funds will support the following: (1) Primary healthcare and education in Papua New 
Guinea, (2) Food aid and job creation in Fiji (in partnership with Rosie Holidays); and (3) 
Building fund for the HOPE Community Centre in Port Moresby in Papua New Guinea. 
 

We look forward to resuming our region’s active involvement in global projects such as the 
HOPE Volunteer Corps when international borders reopen. In fact, plans for 2022 trips are 
already underway and registration opens in December 2021. Please be in touch with any of our 
HOPE Global service interns for more details (Emman, Matt and Rachel): 
https://www.hopeworldwide.org.au/hope-volunteer-corps  
 

 
 

HOPE worldwide Australia is largely a volunteer-based organisation and we really appreciate 
the human resources that we have, namely:  

• Louie Arcilla, who continues to oversee our finances and ensures we meet all legal 
financial requirements and standards to keep HOPE tax-deductible, 

• Mary Martinez, who works on a part-time basis as our bookkeeper, administrator, and 
company secretary, 

• Jordan King and Johnnesper Pimentel who maintain the HOPE website. 
• Mark Timlin who serves as Country Director and oversees programs in Australia and 

across the SPA region (New Zealand, Fiji, and Papua New Guinea). 
 

Our audit report reflects a positive financial standing and our administration costs remain very 
low. We are grateful to all of you who continue to support us. We are able to serve others 
because of your generosity. Especially during this ongoing pandemic, when economic and 
financial crises are happening and being felt around the world, the beneficiaries of your help 
are more appreciative than ever. You can access our audited financial reports online: 
https://www.hopeworldwide.org.au/members--reports.html.  
 

For more details of our programs, please visit our website: www.hopeworldwide.org.au.    
 

On behalf of the current active HOPE worldwide Australia Board members: Graham Gumley, 
Mike Fontenot, Winvie Mendoza, Dave Bliley, Stephen Royce, and Karen Tindall, may I 
present this brief overview of the activities of HOPE worldwide Australia. 

 
Dr Antonio Pablo, Board Chair 


