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Baptizing our impact in the story of God. Right now, the Six Areas of Impact are clear,
functional, and strategic. But to become part of HOPE worldwide’s spiritual identity,
they must be baptized — immersed in Scripture, lifted into the story of God, and
connected to how the Spirit actually moves in the world.

Below is a robust biblical foundation for each Area of Impact, with multiple scriptures,
narrative connections, and theological framing. This can become the backbone for
sermons, devotionals, training modules, donor communication, and staff formation.

1. EARLY LEARNING

“Let the children come to me.” — Jesus

Biblical Vision: God consistently reveals His heart for children, their protection, their
formation, and their future.

Key Scriptures:
o Psalm 8:2 - “From the lips of children and infants you have ordained praise.”

o Deuteronomy 6:6-7 — Parents and communities must diligently teach and shape
children.

o Proverbs 22:6 — “Train up a child in the way he should go...”

o Isaiah 54:13 - “All your children will be taught by the Lord, and great will be their
peace.”

o Mark 9:36-37 — Jesus places a child in their midst as the model of true kingdom
posture.

o Mark 10:14-16 — “Let the little children come to me... for the kingdom belongs to
such as these.”

o Ephesians 6:4 — Raise children in the training and instruction of the Lord.

Spirit-Inspired Theme: God entrusts children to the family and the community of faith.
Investing in children is investing in the continuity of God's mission across generations.

Impact Interpretation: Early childhood work is not childcare — it is discipleship, dignity,
and justice for the smallest image-bearers of God.

2. FOOD SECURITY

“Give them something to eat.” — Jesus

Biblical Vision: Feeding the hungry is one of the most consistent commands in
Scripture and one of the clearest evidences of God's kingdom breaking into the world.




Key Scriptures:

o Exodus 16 — God provides manna daily for His people.

o Deuteronomy 15:7-11 - “Do not be hard-hearted or tight-fisted toward the poor...

give generously.”

o Psalm 146:7 — God “gives food to the hungry.”

o Proverbs 22:9 - “A generous person will be blessed, for he shares his food with

the poor.”
o Isaiah 58:7 - “Share your food with the hungry...”
o Matthew 14:13-21 - Jesus multiplies food to feed the multitude.
o Matthew 25:35 - “I was hungry and you gave me something to eat.”
o Acts 2:46-47 — The early church broke bread and ensured no one lacked.

Spirit-Inspired Theme: Whenever God moves, hungry people are fed. Feeding the
hungry is joining the Spirit's ongoing work of provision and compassion.

Impact Interpretation: Food security is not charity — it is kingdom economics,
hospitality, and the breaking of oppressive cycles of scarcity.

3. CLEAN WATER ACCESS

“I will pour out water on the thirsty land.” — Isaiah

Biblical Vision: Water is life. Throughout Scripture, physical water symbolizes spiritual

renewal, God’s provision, and justice for the vulnerable.

Key Scriptures:

o Genesis 2:10-14 - God'’s first gift in Eden is water flowing through the garden.

o Exodus 17:1-7 — God brings water from the rock for His people.

o Psalm 23:2 - “He leads me beside still waters...”

o Isaiah 41:17-18 — God promises water for the poor and needy when they are

thirsty.
o Isaiah 55:1 - “Come, all you who are thirsty...”
e John 4:10-14 - Jesus and the Samaritan woman at the well.
o John 7:37-39 - “Let anyone who is thirsty come to me and drink.”
« Revelation 22:1-2 - The river of life flowing from the throne of God.

Spirit-Inspired Theme: Wherever the Spirit is present, there is water — renewal,
cleansing, healing, and flourishing.



Impact Interpretation: Clean water access is an act of creation-care and justice. It is
literally helping God'’s people “live again” in places where life has been threatened.

4. HEALTH & WELLNESS

“l am the Lord, who heals you.” — Exodus 15:26

Biblical Vision: God's mission includes healing — physical, emotional, mental, and
spiritual. Jesus’ ministry is inseparable from healing the sick.

Key Scriptures:
e Exodus 15:26 — God as healer.
o Psalm 103:2-3 - God “forgives all your sins and heals all your diseases.”
o Proverbs 3:7-8 - Fear of the Lord brings “health to your body.”
o Isaiah 53:5 - “By his wounds we are healed.”

o Matthew 4:23 - Jesus went through Galilee “healing every disease and
sickness.”

o Luke 4:18 — Jesus’ mission includes liberation, recovery, and restoration.
e Acts 3:1-10 - Peter heals the man at the Beautiful Gate.
o 3 John 2 - Adesire for believers to “enjoy good health.”

Spirit-Inspired Theme: The Spirit brings wholeness — not just the absence of sickness,
but the presence of shalom: physical, emotional, spiritual well-being.

Impact Interpretation: Health & Wellness programs embody the ministry of Jesus in
tangible form — restoring dignity, agency, and hope.

5. ECONOMIC EMPOWERMENT

“I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.” — Jesus

Biblical Vision: Scripture consistently addresses economic justice, wealth, poverty,
work, and empowerment. God does not want people trapped in cycles of dependence or
oppression.

Key Scriptures:
o Deuteronomy 8:18 — God gives the ability to produce wealth.
o Deuteronomy 24:19-22 - Leave margins so the poor can work and thrive.

o Proverbs 31:10-31 - The entrepreneurial woman who builds, invests, trades,
and empowers.




» Isaiah 61:1-4 — The good news restores broken economies (“rebuild ancient
ruins”).

e Acts 2:44-45 - Economic sharing as a community empowerment model.
o Acts 18:3 - Paul as a working entrepreneur (tentmaker).
o James 2:14-17 - Faith must address material conditions.

Spirit-Inspired Theme: Empowerment is not wealth-building—it's liberation: the Spirit
leads people out of dependency into contribution, purpose, and dignity.

Impact Interpretation: Economic empowerment aligns with God’s desire for flourishing
— where people can work, create, and provide for their families sustainably.

6. DISASTER RELIEF & RESILIENCE

“The Lord is a refuge in times of trouble.” — Psalm 9:9

Biblical Vision: God is consistently portrayed as protector, shelter, and restorer during
crisis. The people of God are called to respond to catastrophe with compassion,
presence, and practical care.

Key Scriptures:

o Deuteronomy 10:18-19 — God defends the vulnerable; His people must do the
same.

o Psalm 9:9-10 - God as refuge in trouble.

o Psalm 46 - “God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble.”
« Isaiah 58:12 — Called to be “repairers of broken walls, restorers of streets.”
e Matthew 25:36 - “| was homeless and you took me in.”

e Luke 10:25-37 - The Good Samaritan: crisis response as the definition of
neighbor-love.

e Acts 11:27-30 - Early church provides disaster relief during famine in Judea.
e 2 Corinthians 8—-9 — Paul organizes coordinated relief for suffering believers.

Spirit-Inspired Theme: The Spirit moves the church toward suffering, not away from it
— empowering believers to be first responders of hope.

Impact Interpretation: Disaster relief is not episodic charity; it is a spiritual calling to
stand in the gap, bring stability, and rebuild with resilience.




