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The SPA Corps: serving communities in Fiji and PNG 
 

The SPA Corps program is a 10-day volunteer opportunity for young people who are members 
of the South Pacific and Australia region Churches of Christ. In September teams of volunteers 
went to Fiji and Papua New Guinea. 
 

 
SPA Corps team in Suva, Fiji. 

 

Partnership and meeting local needs in Fiji 
 

The Salvation army run a shelter for vulnerable boys in Suva, Fiji. The shelter is home to 16 
boys from the age 8 to 18. They have been rescued from challenging situations like domestic 
violence and homelessness. In addition to the provision of daily meals, accommodation and 
safety, health needs are also met, for example, the treatment of chronic illnesses like HIV.  
 

 
Working together to paint a murel 

 



The shelter needed some renovation work- including painting, repair of benches and the 
creation of a vegetable garden. 14 volunteers set to work over a few days painting a mural, 
gardening and repairing benches. The residents and staff quickly joined in, working alongside 
the SPA Corps team.  
 

 
 

In addition to work, the team interacted with the boys through sport and meals. This built trust 
and led to open conversations- the sharing of struggles and dreams. The feedback was very  
positive- a healing experience for all.  
  

 
Meals and sports at the boys shelter 

 

 
SPA Corps team with boys shelter residents 

 



Creating a safe space to connect in Papua New Guinea 
 

 
 

In Papua New Guinea the goal for the SPA Corps team was to set up a community space for 
vulnerable families to meet up. The charity iCare4U runs a community centre at Gereka, on 
the outskirts of Port Moresby. The centre provides physical and emotional support to families 
living in poverty- particularly women and children living with HIV.  
 

 
SPA Corps PNG team preparing the shelter site 

 
The team set to work over a few days to errect a gazebo, using local materials. A total of 19 
volunteers (8 internationals and 11 Papua New Guineans) worked together to complete the 
shelter.  
 

 
Laying a solid foundation 

 



 

 
Errecting a solid frame 

 
The completed gazebo! 

 

In addition to constructing the shelter, the SPA Corps team engaged in community outreach 
with the Port Moresby Church of Christ and stayed with church members- experiencing local 
life in Papua New Guinea. Feedback from one of the participant’s parents: ‘this was my son’s 
first visit to Papua New Guinea, and he said it was the best time of his life!’ 

 

To support HOPE worldwide’s programs 

 
Online Donations (Tax-deductible): 

givenow.com.au/hopedaygiving 
Direct bank transfer: 

HOPE worldwide Australia, BSB: 633 000, Ac: 150725133 
 

A $5 donation allows a vulnerable child to access healthcare in Papua New Guinea 


